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A Bi-monthly newsletter to update you with the latest
chemical industry happenings in Asia.

China releases second batch of tariff exemptions for U.S. goodsChina releases second batch of tariff exemptions for U.S. goods
China released new lists to exempt 65 types of US commodities that have been subject to the
Chinese retaliatory tariffs and launched a tariff exclusion process for 696 types of US imports in
February. These will enable China’s commitment to buying more US goods as stipulated in the

terms of the US-China phase one trade deal. It also supports China’s efforts to contain the
Covid-19 outbreak through increasing the imports of medical apparatus and instruments from

the US.
Read moreRead more

 India to resume onion exports fromIndia to resume onion exports from
March 15March 15
The government had last week decided
to lift the nearly six-month-old ban on
export of onions as prices are likely to fall
sharply due to bumper rabi crop. The
government had last year amended the
export policy of onion from ‘free’ to
‘prohibited’. To meet domestic demand,
India began importing onions from
Turkey, Afghanistan and Egypt. India
exported fresh and chilled onions worth
$496.82 million in 2018-19. Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka and the UAE are the top three
destinations for Indian onions.
Read More

Chemanol to expand methanolChemanol to expand methanol
capacity in Saudi Arabiacapacity in Saudi Arabia
The Methanol Chemicals Co. on 1st
March 2020 received approval from the
Ministry of Energy for extra feedstock
allocation to expand its methanol plant
by 100,000 metric tons/year. The
company’s current methanol capacity is
230,000 metric tons/year. The extra
methanol will be used to feed new
plants, namely dimethyl disulfide and
methyl diethanolamine, which will be the
first such plants in Saudi Arabia. The
company expects the new units to be
operational by 2024.

Japan chemical makers to tap AIJapan chemical makers to tap AI
in joint materials projectin joint materials project
About 20 chemicals companies in Japan,
including Mitsubishi Chemical, will start
joint management of an artificial
intelligence-based system in fiscal 2021
for developing advanced materials using
in-country patents. The system will use AI
to analyze a broad range of information
to manufacture special materials needed
by the respective companies. The
companies expect the system to vastly
shorten development times for new
materials, from about a decade to only
several months.

ExxonMobil's Fife ethylene plant inExxonMobil's Fife ethylene plant in
Scotland returns to the marketScotland returns to the market
ExxonMobil Chemical has completed the
restart of its Fife ethylene plant at
Mossmorran, Scotland. With its 830,000
mt/year of ethylene production capacity,
the plant is one of Europe's largest
petrochemical cracker sites. It has
returned to the market after a shutdown
of almost six months due to planned and
unplanned works since August.

 Givaudan launches red color line forGivaudan launches red color line for
meat alternativesmeat alternatives
Givaudan is launching a new line of natural
red colors designed specifically for meat
substitutes. The Vegebrite Veggie Reds line
provides meat-like red color to raw plant-
based patties that turns brown when cooked.
The natural colors line was a joint effort
between Givaudan and specialty ingredients
supplier Naturex, which was acquired by
Givaudan in 2018. The products will be
showcased at Natural Products Expo West,
held March 3-7 in Anaheim, Calif.

BRENNTAG opens a new site inBRENNTAG opens a new site in
ItalyItaly
Brenntag Food & Nutrition has
opened a new state-of-the-art site in
Padua, Italy. This modern center is
dedicated entirely to the
application, creation, development,
production and distribution of food
ingredients and solutions, in
combination with an innovative and
efficient logistics system.
.

ASIA CHEMICAL EVENTSASIA CHEMICAL EVENTS
11. . 3rd Annual Pharma Regulatory Summit 2020 -12th March 2020; Mumbai, India
22. . 7th World Elastomer Summit-25th -26th March,2020; Lyon, France
33. . 9th Asian Petrochemical Markets Summit-12th -13th March 2020; Singapore
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